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Mission Statement 

To obtain and preserve histor-

ical data and articles pertain-

ing to the town of Monson, 

Massachusetts, and to encour-

age and develop the pursuit 

and expression of such inter-

ests in all suitable ways. 

Visit us on the web at 
www.monsonhistoricalsociety.org 

 
Email us at 

monsonhistoricalsocietyinc@gmail.com 
 

Do you need information about the 
history of Monson? Write, call or 
email us. We may be able to help. 

Greetings: 
 
Quite a bit has been 
going on at the Jacob 
Thompson House.  
Bill Dominick and 
Tamara Cabey have 
taken it upon them-
selves to spearhead 
the repair and resto-
ration of the small 
room to the rear of 
the attic.  After clean-
ing out all of the ma-
terial that had been 
stored there for 
years, work has be-
gun on the missing 
portions of the wood-
work, and the origi-
nal plaster is being 
repaired and pre-
served as much as 
possible.  They will 
be interpreting this 
room as a hired 
man’s room, which 
would have been 
used to put up men 
hired for day labor 
on the Thompson 
farm.  We hope to 
furnish it with, what 
would have been at 

the time considered, 
cast-off furniture 
that would surely be 
out of style.  The 
Thompsons also took 
in students from 
Monson Academy 
and they could have 
also occupied this 
room.  Hopefully, in 
the spring, we can 
have an open house 
to showcase this 
room. 
 
Also, I have good 
news.  The Monson 
Historical Society has 
been awarded a 
$750.00 grant from 
the Grace Makepeace 
Trust for Historic 
Preservation to pur-
chase a book scanner 
and new digital cam-
era.  I am sure all of 
you know how hard it 
is to scan a book on a 
flat bed scanner and 
achieve any sort of 
quality.  This new 
scanner will scan the 
open book just as it 
lies there and the 

software that comes 
with it will make up 
for the distortion of 
the curved pages and 
produce a perfectly 
flat document.  We 
hope to be able to 
scan books such as 
town reports and 
street lists in their 
entirety and make 
them available 
online.  The camera 
will be used to photo-
graph oversized doc-
uments such as post-
ers, blueprints, 
maps, and any three-
dimensional objects 
in our collection. 
 

Dennis 

One more thing … it 
is that time of year 
for membership re-
newals (May 1st).  
Refer to the last page 
for instructions on 
renewing your mem-
bership.  Thank you! 
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MONSON 215 YEARS AGO 

This month’s story is a little different.  While looking through a copy of the Monsonia, put out 

by the Monson Academy on the occasion of its 100th anniversary in 1904, I found an article 

written by Edward F. Morris.  It is a narrative of what Mr. Morris thought Monson would have 

looked like in 1804, during the dawn of Monson Academy.  I hope you enjoy reading Mr. Mor-

ris’ interpretation of what Monson was like then. 

 

 

By Dennis Swierad 
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NEW ACQUISITIONS 

Consumers Green Stamps 
Book given out at Doug’s Gulf 

Servicenter  
(Purchase) 

Monson Academy – decal; Basketball Schedule 
1957; Monson Academy Quarterly for Dec 1969 & 

Nov 1970; Catalog; application and Student 
Handbook for 1963-64; and newspaper clippings 

(Donation from Monson residents)  

Monson High School Yearbooks from 1949-1977 
(Donation from South Carolina resident) 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 

1960 History of Monson Book CD 
 
The History of Monson, written in 1960 for the Bicentennial of the for-
mation of the town, is now available in PDF format on a CD. 
 
If you are currently a member of the Monson Historical Society, the fee 
to obtain the CD is $15.00.  For non-members, the fee is $20.00, which 
includes one year free membership and our quarterly newsletter The 
Historian.  Shipping costs for the CD are included in the fee. 
 

Please include whether you are a member or 
not and mail your request to: 
 

Monson History CD 
Monson Historical Society, Inc. 

One Green Street, Suite 1 
Monson, MA  01057 

 
Please include your email address to receive 
the newsletter.  Make your checks payable to 

Monson Historical Society, Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also available is the 12-page 
booklet about the W.N. Flynt 

Granite Co.  Cost is $3.00 which 
includes shipping. 

WHERE IS THIS? 

What was this?  Where was it located?  

Whatever became of it? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email us with your guesses/answers at 

monsonhistoricalsociety@gmail.com 

OFFICE FOR RENT 

The Monson Historical Society has 

a vacancy at the Fuller House 

One Green Street, Monson, MA. 

Office for rent—$450.00 per 

month 

Two rooms, 50 square feet 

On street parking 

Call Tamara Cabey 

(413) 267-5244 

For appointment 
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LAST EDITION’S HISTORICAL QUESTION 

What is the connection 

between Adolf Hitler’s 

Hindenburg and Monson? 

The last edition’s historical question was: What is the connection between the Hindenburg and 
Monson?  The answer is below as written in the Monson Academy’s newspaper, “The Monson 
Spirit”, October 31, 1936. 
 
 “Hindenburg” Visits Connecticut Valley 
 
  Early in October the “Hindenburg” flew over Monson. The gigantic dirigible was 
on a tour with various oil company officials and government employees on board. People 
thought the big German Zeppelin was not going to appear, but finally up through the valley 
the long silver apparition floated at approximately eighty miles an hour. It passed over the 
valley eastward bound for Worcester and thence to Boston. The tour had no commercial 
value but was one entirely of demonstration. 
  
 Viewed by Student Body 
 
  The morning of the expected flight over Monson Mr. Rogers dismissed the entire 
student body and told them that the best vantage point in the vicinity of Monson was in the 
large meadow at the top of Flynt Park. The students and faculty all hiked up to the park and 
thoroughly enjoyed the respite from the laborious task of studying. The great dirigible did not 
appear for some time, but nobody minded that at all. Finally it nosed its way into view and 
sailed majestically through the Monson valley, and the Monson students had seen man’s 
greatest aeronautical achievement. 
 
The event occurred on October 9, 1936. As of yet, no photograph has appeared of this event. If 
anyone happens to have one, we would be interested in adding it to our archives. 

 

Miriam Pincince, Worcester, MA 
Anthony Trojanowski and Kathleen Sheehan, Monson, MA 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
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 CURRENT MEMBERSHIP: 5/1/2020 (OR A LATER DATE) 
Membership Renewals occur on May 1st of each year and are good through April 30th of the following 
year.  (For example, a “5/1/2020” membership means you are a paid member from 5/1/2019 to 
4/30/2020). 
 

For Postal Mail Recipients of Newsletter 
Check the date on your mailing label.  If it reads “5/1/2020” (or a later date), your membership is 
current.  If it reads “5/1/2019” (or an earlier date), it is time for you to renew. 

 
For Email Recipients of Newsletter 

Check the “Subject” line in the email.  If it reads “Monson Historical Society Newsletter”, your 
membership is current.  If it reads “Monson Historical Society Newsletter/Renewal”, your 
membership has expired and you will need to update it.  Please read the text in your email for renewal 
instructions. 

NOTE 
Please be aware that the newsletters will be sent from this email address: DCDuquette@msn.com 
(Denis Duquette). 

Check your “Junk” email folder, in case it gets sent there. 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INSTRUCTIONS 
Please take the time today to complete the membership form and mail it back to the 

address listed on the form, along with your check.   
Your membership will be updated. 

MONSON HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. MEMBERSHIP FORM 
  
Name:  _____________________________________   Telephone: __________________ 
  
Address _____________________Town ____________________ State _______Zip _____ 
  
Email Address (for newsletter) _______________________________________________ 
       (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!) 

 
 

Indicate a membership category and enclose a check made out to: 
 “Monson Historical Society, Inc.” 

 
(Note:  Membership renewal is May 1st of each year) 

  
_____ Individual $1000           _____ Family $2000 

  
_____ Life Membership $25000 

  
Return to:  MHS Membership - One Green Street, Suite One - Monson, MA  01057 

  
Any information you provide us will be kept in strict confidence and will 

NEVER be given out or sold at any time. 

And as always, we THANK YOU for your continued support of the 
Monson Historical Society, Inc.! 

*** MEMBERSHIP *** 

mailto:DCDuquette@msn.com%20(Denis
mailto:DCDuquette@msn.com%20(Denis

